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Classification Decision: 


Unrestricted. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine Pulp Spring Loaded Issue No. 19 is classified as: 

Unrestricted. 

The Spring 2000 issue of Pulp magazine raises issues regarding an advertisement that 
depicts the results of a homicide or suicide involving a young man. The application for 
classification arises from public concern. Submissions received point to the danger of 
"copycat" behaviour arising from the reporting or portrayal of suicide, and to the risk of 
normalising suicide through media coverage. In this case the image in question 
portrays a member of an age group with a high rate of suicide, and the magazine itself 
targets the same demographic. 

The Classification Office acknowledges that the seriousness of the issue of youth 
suicide and the gratuitous and offensive nature of the image in question are grounds 
for public concern. However, the Office is not convinced that the harms are real or 
likely in this case. The image in question is ambiguous. It is not by any means clear 
that it is intended to portray a suicide. Its impact lies in its shock value rather than in 
any visual appeal. In the Classification Office's opinion, the advertisement neither 
romanticises suicide, nor presents it as normal or acceptable to the extent that would 
validate or legitimise it as an option. 

The availability of the magazine is an important factor. Pulp Spring Loaded has already 
been replaced in sales outlets by the next issue. The personnel involved in the 
publication of the advertisement regret the offense caused and will not use the 
advertisement in question again. It is unlikely that a similar image would be printed. 

The classification of the magazine, at this point, will have negligible real effect in 
minimising any potential harm. Given these matters, a finding of "objectionable" would 
not, in this instance, be a reasonable limit that is demonstrably justified in a free and 
democratic society. The Classification Office concludes that the availability of the 
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publication is unlikely to be injurious to the public good. The decision places no 
limitation on the right to freedom of expression set out in s14 of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990. 
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